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New media 



A Brief History of Major Peer 
Communication Platforms 

1979 

Late 1980’s / 
Early 1990’s 

Usenet 

World Wide Web 
and rapid 
increase in 
commercial / 
domestic use 

1994 

WWW Interactive 
Talk (WIT) 

1996 

ICQ Instant 
Messaging 

1993 

Email Friendster 

2002 2001 

Wikipedia 

Open Diary 

1997 

AOL Instant Messenger (1997) 
Yahoo! Messenger (1998) 
MSN Messenger (1999) 
 Blogger (1999) 

Wordpress (2003) 
 

MySpace (2003) 
Facebook (2004) 
Twitter (2006) 

Skype 

2003 2001 

3G mobile 

4G mobile (2006) 
 

2chan (2001) 
4chan (2003) 
Reddit (2005) 
 

Google Talk (2005) 
Facetime (2010) 
Facebook video calling (2015) 
 

“Web 2.0” 
expression 
gains popularity 

2006 

2009 

Whatsapp 

Telegram (2013) 
 

*This list is not exhaustive or comprehensive, but a brief overview Parent, N. (2016) 



Disrupting Power 

“The reality is that command and control 
bureaucracies are just no longer needed to 
make large numbers of people do things. 
These institutions have simply lost their 
monopoly on collective action. 
 
What’s more, individuals and groups that are 
successful in this new environment are 
empowered in ways that sit outside of, and in 
many ways challenge, the very legitimacy and 
relevance of our 20th century hierarchical 
organizations.” 
 
Owen, T. (2016) 

Parent, N. (2016) 



“Left to Die Boat” 
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Digital activism 



Ex1: Watch the Med Alarmphone 
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Watch the Med Alarmphone 
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Ex2: Are You Syrious? Daily Digest 
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Are You Syrious? Daily Digest 
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Ex3: Standby Task Forced (SBTF) 
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Standby Task Force (SBTF) 

(1)  Internews News That Moves deployment (2015) 
(2)  Vanuatu  post-Cyclone Pam Housing Damage 

Assessment deployment (2015) 
(3)  Libya WHO deployment (2012) 

(1) (2) 

(3) 
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Crisis mapping 



Ushahidi Crowdmap Google Maps OpenStreetMap LiveUAmap 

Crisis Mapping Platforms 
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Elections in Kenya (2007) 

SOURCE: http://ndpmetrics.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/kenya-ushahidi.png Parent, N. (2016) 



Ukraine Crisis (2014) 

SOURCE: http://www.citylab.com/politics/2014/07/citizen-journalists-are-live-mapping-the-crisis-in-ukraine/375178/ 
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Gezi Park Protests (Istanbul, 2013) 

SOURCE: https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?hl=en&mid=1LPunyobKy9dE4yqood0nVJ9C9v4 
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Nepal Earthquake (2015) 

SOURCE: http://www.quakemap.org/ 
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Observatory for Human Rights and Forced 
Migrants in Turkey (OHRFMT) 

SOURCE: https://ohrfmt.crowdmap.com/ Parent, N. (2016) 
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