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* space (area)

geographic orientation  
† landscape (people + land)

amorphous and intersecting with others

‡ territory (inclusion/exclusion to land)
boundaries are made through power

§ place (attachment to space)

meaning and relationships within space;
can be territorialized (‡), or not (¶)
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Meaning (through symbols, rituals,

artifacts, language, history) legitimizes

power over space

The work of ethnography
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Ethnographic writing

(narratives)

Ethnographic mapping

(spatializations)

“Ethnographic package”



Domiz Refugee Camp, 2012 Refugee Republic, 2014
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Peacebuilders/keepers

Formal military

Business interests

Customary vs. formal law Autochtony narratives Ethnicity

Armed groups

Artisanal miningHousing Land Property

CASE STUDY

ENVIRONMENT, 
RETURN, AND DRC’s 
COMPLEX CONFLICT



Fieldwork: Kiziba Refugee Camp, Rwanda

▪ Population: 16,950 

▪ Predominantly Congolese

▪ Oldest camp (built 1996)

▪ Protracted, cross-generational displacement

▪ Low rates of return
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For info, questions, or to send feedback:

E: nicolas.parent@mail.mcgill.ca

T: @nik_parent

W: nik.parent.com


